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Herein, we report the performance of CsPbX3 (X = Cl, Br, and I) perovskite quantum dots (QDs) for photo-

catalytic degradation of organic dyes. The photocatalytic performance of CsPbX3 QDs was characterized

by UV-vis absorption spectra and ESI-MS, which evaluated their ability of degrading methyl orange (MO)

solution under visible light irradiation. Interestingly, both CsPbCl3 and CsPbBr3 QDs show excellent

photocatalytic activities, which can decompose the MO solution into a colorless solution within 100 min.

This study demonstrates the potential of CsPbX3 QDs in the degradation of organic dyes and environmen-

tally friendly applications. Moreover, the integration of CsPbX3 QDs and photocatalysis provides a new

insight for the design of new photocatalysts.

Introduction

In recent years, industrial emission of organic dyes has
become one of the main sources of environmental pollution.
Due to the toxicity, the organic dyes pose a serious threat to
human health.1,2 Thus, the conversion of organic dyes into
harmless substances is essential for human life and sustain-
able development. Solar energy, the clean and renewable
energy, shows great potential in addressing environmental pro-
blems. The utilization of solar energy for environmental reme-
diation is being extensively studied worldwide.3–9 Among
various solar energy conversion technologies, photocatalysis
has been proven to be an efficient and promising way of resol-
ving the aforementioned issues.10 During the past several
decades, much effort has been devoted to developing low cost,
stable, and efficient photocatalysts, which can work especially
under visible light. To date, a variety of photocatalysts, mainly
including metal oxides, metal sulfides, and metal (oxy)
nitrides (TiO2,

11 ZnO,12 SnO2,
13 CdS,14 and PbS15), have been

reported. However, at a given visible light wavelength, the util-
ization of solar energy is far below the solar radiation energy
reaching the earth. Considering the huge potential of solar +

catalyst → clean environment, photocatalysis has been con-
sidered as a crucial part of chemistry and material fields.
Moreover, it is highly essential to develop new photocatalysts,
particularly those that can harvest the full range of visible light
photons, to enhance the solar conversion efficiency.16

Among the large variety of photocatalyst materials, perovs-
kite can serve as a promising photocatalyst because of its
efficient photocatalytic performance, structural simplicity, and
flexibility. The ideal perovskite has a cubic structure with a
chemical formula of ABX3, where A and B are cations and X is
an anion. The cation A can be either organic or inorganic, for
example, methylammonium (MA+, organic cation) and Cs+

(inorganic cation). B is a divalent metal ion, such as Pb2+,
and X is a halogen element (Cl−, Br−, or I−). To date, about
two hundred perovskite photocatalysts have been reported.
Recently, a new semiconductor nanomaterial, an all-inorganic
halide perovskite QD system, CsPbX3, was reported by
Kovalenko group and Li group.17,18 CsPbX3 with a perovskite
crystal structure is a type of important optoelectronic
materials. It has been the subject of intense study due to its
many dramatic properties including excellent stability,19 ultra-
high photoluminescence quantum yield, absorption spectra
covering the entire visible range,17,20 size-tunable band gap,21

and versatile chemical processability.22 It has found appli-
cation in photovoltaic, laser, third-generation solar cell, and
light-emitting diode devices.23,24 Sun and co-workers reported
quantum dot light emission based on all-inorganic perovskite
CsPbBr3, showing a maximum luminance of 3853 cd m−2,
with a current density of ≈8.89 cd A−1 and an external
quantum efficiency of ≈2.21.25 Luther reported α-CsPbI3 QD
films as the active component of efficient optoelectronic
devices, showing an open-circuit voltage of 1.23 V and an
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efficiency of 10.77%.26 In such a short time, CsPbX3 QDs
system has shown better performance in many fields.
However, to date, no study has been reported on the photo-
catalytic performance of CsPbX3 QDs.

In this study, we provide an initial report on the important
and practical property of all-inorganic perovskites for the
photocatalytic decomposition of MO. First, the CsPbX3 QDs
are prepared by an emulsion and demulsion method at room
temperature. Then, the as-prepared CsPbX3 QDs are added to
the MO solution. It has been found that the CsPbCl3 and
CsPbBr3 QDs exhibit excellent photocatalytic activities, which
can decompose the MO solution into a colorless solution
within 100 min. The simple synthetic method, superior photo-
catalytic performance, large-scale synthesis, and less energy
consumption for future real application make them excellent
photocatalysts. Due to their photocatalytic activities, the all-
inorganic perovskites may provide new photocatalysts for the
decomposition of organic pollutants; moreover, this study may
promote further investigations on all-inorganic perovskites to
obtain a new insight into the field of photocatalysis.

Results and discussion
Synthesis of CsPbX3 QDs at room temperature

The synthesis processes of the CsPbX3 QDs are as follows:
emulsion fabrication and demulsion.27 First, CsX and PbX2

(X = Cl, Br, and I) are dissolved in dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO).
Then, oleic acid (OA) and oleylamine (OAm) are added as
surface ligands. In this experiment, DMSO is used as the
aqueous phase, and OA and OAm are used as surfactants to
stabilize the QDs. The carboxyl and amine groups in OA and
OAm are adsorbed on the surface of the QDs during the reac-
tion, and the surface alkyl group promotes the dispersion of
QDs in different organic media. Finally, the abovementioned
solution is quickly added to toluene under vigorous stirring.
The products are obtained via centrifugation and further
cleaned using an ethanol/toluene mixture.

Structure and composition analysis

The crystal textures of CsPbX3 QDs were characterized via XRD
profiles. The XRD image of CsPbBr3 is shown in Fig. 1a. The
strong and sharp peaks revealed that the CsPbBr3 QDs are
highly crystallized and exhibit a single-phase perovskite struc-
ture. The monoclinic perovskite structure model of CsPbBr3
QDs is shown in the inset of Fig. 1a. The peaks at 2θ = 15.2,
21.5, 26.3, 30.7, 37.6, and 43.7° correspond to the diffractions
from {100}, {110}, {111}, {200}, {211}, and {202} crystal planes
of CsPbBr3. The XRD pattern demonstrates that all the XRD
peaks are consistent with monoclinic CsPbBr3 (JCPDS no. 18-
0364), and no characteristic impurity peaks are observed; this
implies high purity of the CsPbBr3 products.

The diffraction peaks of CsPbCl3 and CsPbI3 are shown in
Fig. 1b and c, which correspond to the tetragonal and ortho-
rhombic perovskite structures, respectively. All these results
confirm the formation of CsPbX3 QDs. Moreover, the XRD data

of CsPbCl3, CsPbBr3, and CsPbI3 after degradation experi-
ments are shown in Fig. S1.† The EDX spectra (Fig. S2†) are
used for chemical analysis of the QDs, which indicate that Cs,
Pb, and X are the total elemental components without any
other impurities.

Morphology and nanostructure analysis

The morphology and nanostructure of CsPbX3 QDs are further
investigated via transmission electron microscopy (TEM) and
high-resolution transmission electron microscopy (HRTEM).
As shown in Fig. 2a and b, the sphere-like CsPbCl3 QDs are
highly dispersed with an ultrasmall size; the averaged dia-
meter is 3.5 nm (Fig. 2d). The HRTEM image of a single
CsPbCl3 QD shows well-resolved lattice fringes with a spacing
of 0.28 nm (Fig. 2c), corresponding to the (002) lattice planes
of the tetragonal perovskite structure of CsPbCl3 QDs.
Moreover, the fast Fourier transform (FFT) pattern reveals the
multiple crystalline structure with {002}, {102}, and {301}
facets; this is in agreement with the wide-angle XRD pattern.
Fig. S3a–e† shows the TEM images, size distribution, and FFT
pattern of the CsPbBr3 QDs. The CsPbBr3 QDs show a poly-
hedral structure with an average size of 8.5 nm (Fig. S3d†),
which is much larger than that of the CsPbCl3 QDs. The
HRTEM image reveals that the lattice fringes are coherently
extended across the whole nanoparticle, indicating good crys-
tallization of CsPbBr3 QDs. Moreover, the FFT pattern illus-
trates the lattice fringes with the space distances of 0.29 nm,
which can be attributed to the (002) planes of monoclinic
CsPbBr3. As shown in Fig. S3f–j,† the orthorhombic perovskite
structure of CsPbI3 QDs has a well-defined morphology and
lattice fringes as well, and the average size is about 9.0 nm. In
general, the abovementioned analysis confirms the formation
of CsPbX3 QDs with a uniform size, unambiguous mor-
phology, and high crystal quality.

Fig. 1 The XRD patterns of the CsPbX3 QDs: (a) CsPbBr3, (b) CsPbCl3,
and (c) CsPbI3. The inset of (a) shows the atomic crystal structure of
CsPbBr3.

Nanoscale Paper

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2017 Nanoscale, 2017, 9, 12032–12038 | 12033

Pu
bl

is
he

d 
on

 2
6 

Ju
ly

 2
01

7.
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
by

 Y
un

na
n 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

n 
8/

23
/2

02
5 

5:
31

:1
3 

PM
. 

View Article Online

https://doi.org/10.1039/c7nr04421f


Photocatalytic activity

The photocatalytic activity of CsPbX3 QDs was investigated via
the degradation of MO, a common organic pollutant.28,29

CsPbX3 QDs were added in various amounts: 0.1 mg, 0.5 mg,
1 mg, 1.5 mg, 2 mg, and 3 mg. These samples were designated
as CsPbX3-0.1 mg, CsPbX3-0.5 mg, CsPbX3-1 mg, CsPbX3-
1.5 mg, CsPbX3-2 mg, and CsPbX3-3 mg. The time-dependent
UV-vis absorption spectra of MO under light irradiation with
CsPbCl3-0.1 mg, CsPbCl3-1 mg, CsPbCl3-2 mg, and CsPbCl3-
3 mg as catalysts are presented in Fig. 3d, f, g, and i, respect-
ively. The intensity of the absorption peak was gradually
diminished and blue-shifted as the irradiation time increased
from 0 to 80 min. The blue shift can be attributed to dealkyla-
tion.30 Under visible light irradiation, only 17% of MO is
decomposed after 80 min in the absence of the catalyst
(Fig. 3b and c). The photocatalytic activity presents a manifest
increase (about 50% MO degradation in 80 min) when
CsPbCl3-0.1 mg is used as the catalyst. The photocatalytic
activity continues to increase with the increase in the content
(1 mg and 2 mg) of CsPbCl3. The CsPbCl3-1 mg can decom-
pose 80% MO in 80 min. More significantly, CsPbCl3-2 mg can
decompose 90% MO in 80 min. However, with a further
increase in the content of CsPbCl3 to 3 mg, the photocatalytic
activity decreases and the photodegradation time increases, as
shown in Fig. 3c and i.

The time-dependent UV-vis absorption spectra of MO with
CsPbBr3-0.1 mg, CsPbBr3-0.5 mg, CsPbBr3-1 mg, and CsPbBr3-
1.5 mg as catalysts are presented in Fig. S4.† Under visible
light irradiation, only 12% of MO was decomposed after
100 min in the absence of catalysts. The photocatalytic activity

presents an obvious increase (about 55% MO degradation in
100 min) when CsPbBr3-0.1 mg is used as a catalyst. The
photocatalytic activity continues to increase with an increase
in the content of CsPbBr3 from 0.5 mg to 1 mg. The CsPbBr3-
1 mg can decompose about 89% MO in 100 min. However,
upon a further increase in the content of CsPbBr3 to 1.5 mg,
the photocatalytic activity decreases, as shown in Fig. S4a
and e.†

Fig. S4f† shows the UV-vis absorption spectra with CsPbI3-
2 mg as a catalyst. Under visible light irradiation, the catalyst
exhibits a certain degree of catalytic activity before 80 min.
However, the photocatalytic activity does not increase with the
prolongation of irradiation time. This is because the stability
of the CsPbI3 sample is poor, and this sample will be decom-
posed after exposure to air for a certain period of time. In
addition, the XRD patterns of the catalyst after degradation
experiments confirm the degradation of the CsPbI3 QDs
(Fig. S1†).

Fig. 3c and S4a† exhibit the concentration (Ct/C0) changes
of MO with different catalysts. The photodegradation efficiency
is not apparent in the absence of catalysts. The same pattern
is shown in the UV-vis absorption spectra. Indeed, the photo-
catalytic activity is obviously improved after the addition of
these three catalysts. Photocatalytic degradation capabilities of
CsPbCl3 and CsPbBr3 were studied, and the results indicated
that 90% and 89% of MO was degraded within 100 min,
respectively. Initially, the degradation efficiency of MO was
higher, but it gradually slowed down as the equilibrium
approached.

To further assess the photocatalytic activity, we compared
the degradation ability of the CsPbCl3 and CsPbBr3 QDs with
those of other perovskites and semiconductor nanomaterials

Fig. 3 (a) Image of MO degradation using CsPbCl3 QDs. (b) The UV-vis
spectra of MO degradation in the absence of catalysts. (c) Concentration
(Ct/C0) changes of MO with different catalysts under visible light
irradiation. (d), (f ), (g), and (i) show the UV-vis spectra of MO degradation
using CsPbCl3-0.1 mg, CsPbCl3-1 mg, CsPbCl3-2 mg, and CsPbCl3-
3 mg, respectively. Changes in the MO degradation efficiency (1 − Ct/C0)
using (e) CsPbCl3-0.1 mg and (h) CsPbCl3-2 mg.Fig. 2 (a)–(c) TEM and HRTEM images of CsPbCl3 QDs. (d) Size distri-

bution of CsPbCl3 QDs. The inset of (c) shows the FFT image of the
CsPbCl3 QDs.
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(Table 1). Compared to other catalysts, CsPbCl3 QDs do have
better photocatalytic performance.

In addition, the photocatalytic reaction is mainly due to
the arrangement of surface atoms and the contact surface
between the catalyst and organic pollutants.35 The optimum
content of CsPbCl3 and CsPbBr3 is an important factor that
affects the photodegradation of MO. To optimize the catalyst
dose, photocatalytic experiments were performed by varying
the contents of the catalyst from 0.1 mg to 3 mg. Fig. 3c and
S4a† show the change in the concentrations of MO with
different amounts of catalyst. The results of the experiment
reveal that the degradation efficiency of MO shows a quick
increase with the increasing dose of the catalyst, especially
when the catalyst content is within the range of 0.1–2 mg
(CsPbCl3) or 0.1–1 mg (CsPbBr3). This phenomenon can be
explained in terms of the active sites on the catalyst surface,
the penetration of light into the solution, and the contact area
of the dye and the catalyst.31 An increase in the content of cata-
lysts increases the amount of active sites, which in turn
increases the number of hydroxyl (•OH) and superoxide (•O2

−)
radicals. Therefore, the degradation efficiency improves with
the increase in the catalyst dose. However, the degradation
efficiency is reduced when the content of the catalyst exceeds
the abovementioned range. This observation can be accounted
for the agglomeration of the catalyst with the increasing
content; this in turn reduces the penetration of light as well as
the contact of the dye and the catalyst. Thus, as the catalyst
dose exceeds the optimum content, the degradation efficiency
is reduced. The order of the photocatalytic performance of
CsPbBr3 is CsPbBr3-1 mg > CsPbBr3-0.5 mg > CsPbBr3-1.5 mg >
CsPbBr3-0.1 mg. In addition, the order of the photocatalytic
performance of CsPbCl3 is CsPbCl3-2 mg > CsPbCl3-1 mg >
CsPbCl3-3 mg > CsPbCl3-0.1 mg. Therefore, the optimum con-
tents of CsPbCl3 and CsPbBr3 are CsPbCl3-2 mg and CsPbBr3-
1 mg, respectively. Moreover, compared to CsPbBr3 QDs,
CsPbCl3 QDs demonstrate more excellent photocatalytic per-
formance; this is because the small particle size of the
CsPbCl3 QDs can offer large interfacial surface areas and short
electron–hole diffusion lengths to the internal interfaces.

To eliminate the high surface area effects of CsPbCl3 as
compared to those of the large-sized CsPbBr3, a series of con-
trast tests was conducted by increasing the mass ratio of
CsPbBr3 to CsPbCl3. As shown in Fig. S5 and S6,† the
CsPbCl3-2 mg shows the best photocatalytic activity as com-
pared to the excess CsPbBr3 catalyst (4 mg, 6 mg, and 8 mg)

during the whole photocatalysis process, and more than
90% of MO is decomposed by the CsPbCl3-2 mg catalyst.
More importantly, the CsPbCl3-2 mg catalyst shows much
higher photocatalytic performance (almost twofold activity)
than the CsPbBr3 catalyst in the first 20 minutes. Therefore,
the higher photocatalytic activity of CsPbCl3 can be attributed
to the inherent structure and components, whereas the
surface area disparity is compensated by different amounts of
CsPbBr3.

The change in the MO degradation efficiency (1 − Ct/C0) is
calculated from different MO solution absorption peaks
(Fig. 3e, h, and Fig. S7†). The intersection of these two curves
indicates the half-life of the MO dye, which is the time
required for MO solution concentration to decrease by half.36

For the catalysts CsPbCl3-2 mg and CsPbBr3-1 mg, based on
the curves, the half time decreases and the photodegradation
activity is enhanced.

To determine the intermediates formed during the degra-
dation process over CsPbBr3, ESI-MS was used, and mass spec-
trum intensity of the fragment ion peaks at different illumina-
tion times is shown in Fig. S8.† At 0 min, there is a strong
peak at m/z = 304 corresponding to MO in the aqueous solu-
tion, and after visible light irradiation (20 min, 40 min,
60 min, 80 min, and 100 min) with the photocatalyst, several
new peaks associated with MO degradation are observed such
as m/z = 290, 276, 256, 242, 226, 157, and 80.30 These peaks
with lower mass than that of MO indicate that the structural
ring is partially cracked. The peak of m/z 290 can be attributed
to the loss of one methyl group from MO. The fragment ion
m/z 276 corresponds to [M − Na − CH3], m/z 226 corresponds
to [M − Na − SO2

−], m/z 157 corresponds to [M − Na −
N2C6H4NH2], and m/z 80 corresponds to SO3

−. Along with the
prolongation of irradiation time, some degradation intermedi-
ate products first increased and then gradually decomposed to
smaller fragment ions. Fig. 4 shows the proposed intermediate
products of MO. It is interesting to note that the decompo-
sition of organic dyes results in the decolorization of the solu-
tion, as shown by the ESI-MS, and the intermediates formed
do not exhibit high toxicity as compared to the starting
molecule.

Table 1 Degradation rates of MO under the action of different catalysts
for the same reaction time of 80 min

Sample Morphology Dye degradation (%) Ref.

CsPbCl3 QDs 90 This work
CsPbBr3 QDs 82 This work
N-Doped NaTaO3 Cubic 40 31
ZnO Nanosheet 88 32

Nanoflake 85 33
TiO2 (P25) Nanoparticle 80 34

Fig. 4 The proposed degradation products of MO.
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Visible light-driven photocatalytic mechanism of the CsPbX3

QD catalysts

Under visible light irradiation, photogenerated •O2
−, holes (h+)

and •OH play an important role in the degradation of organic
dyes.37 To further understand the photocatalytic mechanism
and find out which radical dominates during the photo-
catalytic degradation of MO, trapping experiments are con-
ducted. Benzoquinone (BQ), ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid
disodium salt (EDTA-2Na), and isopropanol (IPA) are used as
radical trappers for •O2

−, h+, and •OH, respectively. The experi-
mental procedure is similar to the photodegradation of MO
experiments, except that 3 mL of MO solution is replaced by
3 mL of a mixture of the dye and the scavenger. (1) When BQ
is used to capture •O2

−, the absorption intensity evidently
decreases with the irradiation time (Fig. 5b). (2) When
EDTA-2Na is used as the h+ scavenger (Fig. 5c), the absorption
intensity slowly decreases with the irradiation time. (3) When
IPA is used as the •OH scavenger (Fig. 5d), a change occurs in
the peak intensity similar to (2). The corresponding curve of
the Ct/C0 is shown in Fig. 5a. The obviously decreasing degra-
dation rate with the addition of 0.2 mmol BQ implies that •O2

−

plays a much more important role than h+ and •OH in the
photodegradation process.

Based on the experimental results, the photocatalytic reac-
tion mechanism of CsPbX3 QDs can be explained as follows
(Fig. 6): when CsPbX3 QDs are irradiated by light with an
energy higher or equal to the band gap, the absorption of
photons by CsPbX3 QDs leads to the excitation of e− from the
valence band (VB) to the conduction band (CB) while leaving a
h+ on the VB; after photoexcitation, there is no migration of e−

to the conduction or valence bands; mainly, before electron–
hole recombination, the e− returns to the LUMO state (on the
CB), whereas the h+ migrates to the HOMO state (on the VB).
The LUMO/HOMO energy gap establishes the band-gap. In

addition, since the redox potential of H2O (OH−)/•OH and
O2/

•O2
− lies within the band gap of the CsPbX3 QDs, •O2

− can
be generated by the capture of electrons in the CB. The photo-
induced h+ can be trapped to produce •OH, which are specu-
lated to be responsible for dye degradation. The main reaction
process involved in the photocatalytic degradation of MO is
shown in the following equation:31,38,39

CsPbX3 QDsþ hν ! e� þ hþ ð1Þ
O2 þ e� ! •O2

� ð2Þ

H2O=OH� þ hþ ! •OH ð3Þ
Dyeþ •OH=•O2

� ! intermediates ! degradation products

ð4Þ
The reusability of the sample CsPbCl3-2 mg is tested in the

photodegradation of MO over two cycles under visible light
irradiation (Fig. S9†). After the first cycle of photocatalysis
experiment, the dye solution is adjusted to the initial concen-
tration. The stability experiment demonstrates that the photo-
catalytic activity of CsPbCl3 does not significantly change after
two cycles. It obviously proves that the CsPbCl3 QD photo-
catalyst has good stability during the photocatalytic reaction.

Conclusions

In summary, CsPbX3 QDs are successfully fabricated by an
emulsion fabrication and demulsion method at room tempera-
ture. The microstructure of CsPbX3 QDs is investigated, and it
has been observed that CsPbX3 QDs show a spherical shape
with a reasonable monodispersed distribution. The photo-
catalytic performance of CsPbX3 QDs is explored for the degra-
dation of organic dyes (for example, MO). Both CsPbCl3 and
CsPbBr3 QDs show better photocatalytic performance, which
can decompose 90% and 89% of MO within 100 min, respect-
ively. Further experiments suggest that MO is indeed broken
down into smaller fragments and relatively non-toxic sub-
stances. The trapping experiments suggest that •O2

− plays a

Fig. 5 (a) Concentration (Ct/C0) changes of MO in the presence of
different radical trappers. The UV-vis spectra changes of MO during the
trapping experiments conducted using (b) BQ, (c) EDTA-2Na, and (d)
IPA.

Fig. 6 Proposed mechanisms for the photocatalytic reaction of MO
using CsPbX3 QDs.
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more important role than h+ and •OH in the photocatalytic
process. These experiment results show that CsPbX3 QDs are
promising to be used as a high-performance visible light-
driven photocatalyst and provide a new insight into the study
of CsPbX3 QDs, enhancement of the photocatalytic degra-
dation efficiency, and further utilization in the field of energy
transformation or environmental improvement.

Experimental
Preparation of CsPbX3 QDs

All the reagents were purchased from Aladdin and used
directly without purification. CsPbX3 QDs were synthesized
according to a previous report.20 In the synthesis of CsPbBr3,
0.4 mmol PbBr2 was first added to 10 mL DMSO solution and
stirred until dissolved; then, 1 mL OA and 0.5 mL OAm were
added to the precursor solution to form a stable environment.
Then, 0.4 mmol CsBr was added. After a period of stirring,
1 mL of the precursor solution was rapidly added to 10 mL
toluene under vigorous stirring. Other samples were fabricated
with the mixture of PbX2 and CsX (X = Cl, Br, and I). All experi-
ments were carried out at room temperature.

Purification of CsPbX3 QDs

The purification procedures of CsPbX3 QDs are as follows:40

first, excess ethanol is added to precipitate the QDs, and the
solid is obtained after centrifugation. Then, the QDs are redis-
persed in a mixture of toluene and ethanol. The solution is
centrifuged again, and this process is repeated several times.

Characterizations and measurements

The crystallographic information of the samples was obtained
by XRD with Cu Kα radiation (Rigaku, Tokyo, Japan). The scan
range (2θ) was 10–70°, and the scan rate was 2° min−1. The
microstructure and morphology of the as-prepared samples
were obtained by TEM and HRTEM. Low-resolution TEM
images were obtained using the HITACHI H-600 Analytical
TEM with an accelerating voltage of 100 kV. HRTEM measure-
ments were carried out using the JEM-2100F high-resolution
transmission electron microscope operating at 200 kV. The
elements were analyzed by energy-dispersive X-ray spec-
troscopy (EDX) attached to the XL-30 SEM (Philips-FEI XL-30
EDX). The absorption spectra were obtained using a UV-vis
spectrophotometer from 300 nm to 600 nm (Shimadzu
UV-3101PC) at room temperature. The residual dye and inter-
mediates of MO were analyzed by electrospray ionization mass
spectrometry (ESI-MS, Quattro Premier XE Electron Spray
Ionization Source).

Photocatalytic activity measurement

The photocatalytic activity of CsPbX3 QDs was evaluated
via the decomposition of MO under visible light irradiation.
A 500W Xe light was used as a light source and kept 15 cm
away from the photocatalytic reactor. Typically, the as-obtained
CsPbX3 QDs were added to 3 mL of MO solution (10 mg L−1).

The suspension was ultrasonicated for 5 min to make the
catalyst and MO solution react completely. Then, the suspen-
sion was placed in the dark for 30 min to reach the adsorp-
tion–desorption equilibrium between MO and the photo-
catalyst. After this, the suspension was exposed to light
irradiation for photocatalytic activity measurement, and the
photocatalyst powders were separated through centrifugation.
The absorption spectrum of the MO solution was tested by a
UV-vis spectrophotometer in the range from 300 nm to
600 nm.
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